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NA LATIN AMERICAN SPBAXS," by Luis Quintanilla, Mexico's envoy to Russia, has 
recently been published. The central theme is that Americans of the 21 
Republics have much in common. With a plea for inter-American multilateral union 
now, the author praises Good Neighborism but claims it is only a beginning. It 
needs to be imolemented dramatically, he says, orgenized to work, as an assurance 
throughout America that it is durable, and as a means of gathering together 
‘really united strength. (Anita Brenner,N.Y. Times Book Review) 
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islation in the field of economic matters in general, with specific refer— 
ence to the svynly, distribution, and price of prime necessities,-rent 
control, and exchange control, and other matters upon the request of the 
Executive or the Council of Ministers. (Exoort Trade and Shipper- 
January 25, 1943) 


BRAZILIAN DSCRSE-LAW AUTHORIZES MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE to expropriate 
lands of foreismers in those settlements where the concentration of 
foreigners may be deemed dangerous to the safety of the country. The 
present owners will be compensated and the property sold to native- 


born citizens. (Export Trade and Shipper — Feb. 1, 1943) 
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1,500,000 FISH HOOKS SENT TO BRAZIL FROM-UNITSD STATUS. These fish 
hooks are intended to aid in the Supplying of food for the rubber 
workers of the Amazon Basin. (Export Trade and Shipper- Feb. 1, 1943) 


CHILE'S WINE-FXPORT TRADE DECLINES. Exoort figures for 5 recent years 

are as follows: 1937, 13,340,116 liters: 1938, 11,775,798: 1939, 9,834,976; 
1940, 1,342,065: 1941, 1,575,577 liters, The Ministry of Finance has 
suggested that the Caja de Amortizacion invest the sum of 1,500,000 pesos 
in the wine industry in order to finance the. creation of a selected stock 
of various types of Chilean wines to stimmlate the export market. (Foreign 
Commerce Weeirly - January 30, 1943) 


SEED AND GARDEN EQUIPMENT SENT TO COSTA RICA in order to enable farmers to 
increase food production for the Panama Canal Zone. The Institute of Inter- 
American Affaitrs has announced that some 2,000 pounds of vegetable seeds and about 
$25,000 in garden equipment already have been dispatched south for distribution. 
(Foreign Commerce Weeily-— Jan. 16) 





CUBAN SUGAR GROWERS REJSCT U.S. TERMS FOR PURCHASE OF 1943 CROP. The 
National Association of Sugar Growers charges that diversification for 
Cuba was provosed while the United States stimmlated sugar production in 
its own territories. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


CONVERSION OF 2,000 WORKERS ON BANANA PLANTATIONS IN HONDURAS to highway 
construction on the Petrorillos—Tegucigalpa project reported by Charles K. O'Neill 
of the Emergency Rehabilitation Division of the Institute of Inter—American ~. 
Affairs, (Hxport Trade and Shipper ~ Feb. 1, 1943) 
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FROSTS HIT MEXICAN SUGAR CANE PLANTATION in several parts of Jalisco 
State, according to information obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture. 
The Ministry announces that the national sugar production this season, ° 

despite frosts and some other adverse conditions, promises to set a 
record of about 500,000 metric tcns, an output that-will care for 

all home demands and allow about 100,000 tons for export. Mamy corn and 
bean producers have turned to sugar cane because of the increasing demand 
for sugar in the United States. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


PANAMA PRODUGES ABACA to offset loss of Nanila fiber. The abaca fiber now being 
shinped from Panama was produced from plants set out two years ago with the 

aid of the United States Department of Azsriculture and the United Fruit Company. 
Hope for quick relief from the hemp shortage is due to the fact that 

abaca plants mature 18 months after the seeds are planted. Panama is shinning 
large quantities of sceds to other Central aeuilesh countrics. where the 

climate and soil conditions are believed to be suitable. (Christian Science 
Monitor) 


EXPERTS START SURVEY "OR PERUVIAN CINCHOMA. 

by th the Board of Economic. Warfare, the party of experts will be headed 
by Llewelyn Williams, an authority on tropical ; olants, who served as 
the leader of a botanical expedition to Peru in 1929- 30, (N.Y. Journal 
of Commerce) 


PUERTO RICO TRADE SUPPLISD WITH FIVE BASIC FOODS in amounts greater than 
normal monthly consurmtion. Benjani abialy Wiis Thoron, director of the Division 

of Territories and Division of Territories and Island Possessions, reports 

to Secretary Ickes that the outlook for the general food situation was: changed 
by this evidence of larger stocks on dealers! shelves, by increased 

Government inventories and by Federally stabilized consumer prices. The five 
basic foods include rice, flour, onions, vegetable shortening and oil, and 
evaporated milk. (I.¥.Journal of Commerce) 


PUSRTO RICO SEED PLAY S STARTS. The Smergency Relief Council has 

approved an Sods or 3596, 324 and the employment of 1&,000 persons to 
grow food seed. The Neat col nese Commission hopes to increase the Island's 
production of corm, beans, rice, tomatoes and greens. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 





URUGUAY PROMOTZS AGRI CULTURE ee recently enacted laws designed to build 
up. a body of small-farm owners. Land, limited to 60 acres or less for 
each farmer, is to be exorooriated by purchase and allotted by the Mortgage 
Bank of tema to farmers satisfying certain requirements. Schools 
established to support this program include the Phytopatholocical Institute of 
Colonia, noted for developing some of the best strains of wheat and flax in the 
region, the Veterinary School -a siecneg ee ee oud a National Milk Institute 
‘known as "Conaprole," which pasteurizes, packs and sells milk throughout the 
country. (Foreign Commerce Week ap ineimoeeey 25, 1948) 
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WESTRRN-HEMISPHERE IPECAC HELPS FIGHT GLOBAL WAR, Ipecac, ia 
Brazil, Costa Rica and Nicaragua, is widely used in the trga 
entery, a common illness in the tropics, Imports from. Cen TGHRRENT SAR 
have more than doubled in the vears 1938 through 1940., risgng ro Hike eae ds. 
The Defense Supplies Corporation has contracted for Leakage gUrcha 

(Foreign Commerce Weekly) 






US. DEPARTMENT BF ABRISULTURE 
BRAZIL AND PARAGUAY ESTABLISH JREN PORT AT SANTOS to handid ii : 
exports passing through that port, Paraguay has always been ees by its 
distance from an ocean port and now, with rail connection and steamer facilities 
between the two countries, it is logical that much of the foreign trade of Parae 
suny should pass through the Sragilian. port.of Santos. (Zxport Trade and Shipper) 


TRDE BETWEEI! VENEZUELA AND PRitIL INCREASES due to the lack of shipping between 
Latin America and the Unt LoL Bales Ba Betas and the complete stoppage of German 
imports, A Brazilian-Vinemielan Chamber of Commerce, with the support.of the . 
Brazilian Dnvassy, is being planned in Caracas as a result of the increased mutual 
trade, (N.Y. Times) 





GUATEMALA-MEXICO TRADE SOARS as a result of the reduction in shipping and the 
restrictions on exports “1s the United States, The trade volume , amounting to 
$1,000, 00C during the past veur, is in vivid contrast to previous years when » 

Gcatemala bought Mexican products valued at only a few thousand dollars. (N.Y. 


Times) 





ARGENTINE CORN CROP SMiLLEST IN A QUARTER OF a CENTURY according to prediction 
of Broomaall, British grain authority, estimating that the crop would not reach 
2,000,000 metric tons, equivalent to 98,000,000 bushels, Argentina was favored 
with very good crops during the last three years when corn production averaged 
590,000,000 bushels annually, There was no opportunity to export these large crops, 
and a great proportion was never shelled out was stored on farms in huge piles 


and sold for fuel and feed, (New York laces 


THS AMAZON VALLEY FOOD SUPPLY AGENCY has been established in Para vy the Brazilian 

Government to supervise supplies of foodstuffs and other articles of prime neces-= 

city to be distributed in the Amazon Valley, The director of the new agency will 

be required to study means of acquiring and transporting foodstuffs needed in the 

amizon region whenever the swoply through normal channels is inadequate. (N.Y. 
garcnal of Comaerce) 


Af, OF L. AnD C.I.0 INVITE CEILZAN LEADER TO U.S. to mest with trade union leaders 
31 3° visit the princinal “var-production centers, The invitation to Sefio © 

ucne:cdo Ibdfiez represents the first successful effort of the two labor factions. 

to carry on mutual relations with the labor movement of another country, (Chris# 
ien Science Monitor) 
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CUBAN SUGAR DEAL NEAR eccording to Sumner Welles, Acting Secretary of State, who 
Savs that he believas negotiations between Cuba and the United States for the dis— 
posal of Cuna's 1943 sugar cron have been concluded except for certain formalities, 
An official Cuban delegation recently returned to Havana after spending several 
weeks in Washington. (N.Y. Times) 


LN ae 





DOMINICAN MINISTER REPORTS ON FISCAL, ECONOMIC, AND AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS in hie” 
country. , De. J. uM. Tronecose: re ports that | in addition 4 to dive diversifying its agricul- — i 
ture, the Dominican Republic has also reduced its external debt, Mae Ye ea! ae aa 


RAIL wove ITT i @O MEXICO CURBED, Asa pose of delays in bas return of freight ae 
cars sent into Mex cico, the: Int erstate Commerce Commission has limited the number 
of cars moving south across the border and has ordered that no rail shipments be | : 
made from the United States to points in Mexico excent-on straight bills of lading, 
The two ordsrs mark the second move the ICC has jade this month to put a stop to 
the dissipation of cars on-the rm across the Rio Grande ~- the first ‘step having - 
Deen a dan on the use of United States box-cars in the movement of grain from 
Canada to Mexico. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 








PRESIDENT MANUEL AVILA CAMACHO DISTRIBUTES LAND TO FARMERS of 173 villages in the 
State: of Chianas for collective exploitation, The allotments total 200 ,000 
hectares (a hectare is 2.47 acres), Chiapas is one of the less populated States 
in Me aan About 200,900 yeopl2 live in an area of 50,000 square miles, (N. Y. 
Times ats 























MAXICAN LA Se DER, VICENTE LOMBARDO TOLEDANO, ARRIVES Iv U. S. to confer with ; 
labor leaders (1. Y,. Times) . 


in Washington and Hew York, 


Waw ROAD LIUKS ee BoAPORT WITH INGHRIOR, A new, 424—mile highway which will 
connect the cities of Torreon and Durango with the Pacific port of Mazatlan is 
nearing completion, Torreon ig situated on the central plateau region in the 
middle of a rich cattle and agricultural region and about half way between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, The towm of Durango is almost in the center of the 
state of the same name, This region is noted for its agricultural and mineral 
resources. Opening of the new road will permit Pacific Ocean trade to reach the 


iaterior of -the country, (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 
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WICARAGUA SPEEDS CRUDE RUBBER PRODUCTION, Exports obtained from wild trees in 
1942 were 485 tons comparad with fifty-five tons exported in 1941, James Wark, 
United States rubber expert, has arrived in Managua to take charge of the Nicara- 
guan TaDo r exocriment station. No Yo taaes) 


URUGUAY CEZTS CREDIT OF $20,000,000 under an agreement signed by Dr. Alberto Guani, 
Uragaayan Forsign Minister and Vice President-elect, steal en Lee Pierson, presi- 
‘dent of the Exoort—Import Bani, The credit will be used to assist the finencing 

of & program of nublic works and agricultural projects in Uruguay which will place 
that country in a better position for contributing to the war, (rr, Y, Times) 
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| OSA “XPANSION 1 PRADICTZD IN SOUTH AMERICAN TRADE by Charles.Js-Brand, execu- 
‘five secretary ane treasurer of the National Fertilizer Association, who has just 
eturned. from a 15,000-mile plane trip to Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and Peru. 

ee dor, Brand bdélioves shat mutually advantageous and industrial relationships can 

) Be developed with our South American neighbors. "These relationships can best de 

@eveloned," he sars , "by working out a non-competitive economy that will take 

9 advant oe of complementary rather tnan conflicting interests between the two 

: great continents of the Western Hemisphere." The purvose of Nr. Brand's. trip to 

» South America was a combined economic and scientific one, coupled with an interest— 

: ita academic mission. At the invitation of Kodolfo Michels, Chilean Ambassador to 

4 tho United States, he went as a delogate to the postponed South American Congress 

i i9f Chomistry in Santiago, Chile. During his two weeks' stay in Chile lr. Brand 

Me Visited the esricultural areas south and northwest of Santiago, particularly the 

a fruit, livestock, and’ hemp-growing activities in the region around Los Andes. 

extn Breeil he visited the experimental station near Rio de Janeiro, and also the 

© dotton breeding and seed distribution station at Campinas. Argentina, in Mr. 

and's opinion, is more definitely competitive than any of the other countries in 

)) its trade relations with the United States. But even with Argontina, he thinks 

y there is hope of reasonable post-war trade arrangements. (Washington Star.) 
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) SRGSIOSNT OF C.L.U35R OF COlLitaRCH TO TOUR LaTIN AUSRICA, Mr. Bric A.. Johnston will 

‘visit Brazil, Ar<entina, Uruguay , Chile, Peru, and Colombia as chairman of the 

, Wind ted Bi ates Conission of Inter-American Dati temas This commission is seek 

x mms to deternine the requirements of the United States for imported products from 
Douth America, markets in Latin America for United States products, and possi- 

4 dilities for txe development of United States enterprise in Latin-American 


i Peerareries. (N.Y. Times) 




















E M@SNONE IS UNDER ALLOCATION because it is estimated that the available supply for 
ae 43 will.ve less than 50 percent of the demand. Shortage in supplies is caused 

) Partly by the fact that the Far East was originally the source of more than 60 
)Percent of our rotenone and partly because imports from Brazil and Peru have been 
Wimited by shijoing difficulties and by the time required to expand production. 
‘The WPB order states that rotenone will be restricted to use as an insecticide for 
mepeas, beans, cole crops, sweet corn, and cattle. The order requires filing of in- 
mo reports by all persons holding more than the small amounts designated. in 

By the ordor. (Foreisn Commerce -teelly) 


, SCRAP METAL FROM LATIN al a age UNITED STATES FURNACES, From the sugar mills 
of Cuba and the Banana plantations of Central America, feat the oil fields of 
nVeneszuela ond the refineries of Aruba and Curacao, the mines of Colombia, the rail- 
)Poads anc farms and industries of all the Americas, scrap metals now flow to the 
United States to supply mills and furnaces producing arms -- for the southern con- 
Ginent has ordinarily imported 1,500,000 tons of steel a year. Now the Repoubdlics 
the south have become our greatest outside source of scrap metal. (Foreigam 
mmerce Weel:ly) 








WLS. COMIISSION STUDYING BOLIVIAN LABOR CONDITIONS has successfully concludeé tie 
liminary passe of its work as Government, mine owners and miners pledged 
Ser cooperation in order to improve Bolivia's economic position. (N.Y. Times) 


en ate 





Be in olivia o of a Poeeee ueseanahy Co. tthe ahi now Aids as 
vy in making loans to rubber producers; vreviously the Company 
Goreien Comnerce Weekly) 













TR PRODUCTION PTNANCING COMNISSION, composed of five members 
tne Brazilian Ministries of “Agriculture, Labor, Industry, Commer 
a a Defense. The Commission is charged with “formulation of finan a 
eee relative to vroduction, which may be of interest to economic: and milit 
defense, and with the execution of such plans after approval by the Governmen 
As @ subsidiary entity, and Office of Control and Receipt of Aericultural “s 
aie and Raw Materials was create (Foreign Commerce Weekly) ee) 















































COSTA RICA CREATES A SEPARATE iSTNISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, Under the new organiza 
eG: will be nossible to unify ail of the ag evicultural orograms under one head, 
Gilitete closer collaboration with the many technical exnerts from the United 
iy ‘States, and increase aug ue. production in Costa Rica. Formerly .the “il 
tries of ‘Agriculture and fublic Works were combined. (Foreign Commerce Weel 
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COSTA RICA TO AUCTION AGRICULTURAL MACHINSRY left by its Japanese colony, 


of which were arrested wnen war was declared and are now interned in the Unite 
States. ot ae came Hon Cosy nea with the permission of ous Presidont 














cotton grown was cae Seo aaa oe nan, and phe. se sig were ronseee to hee 
Pociiae Slope where Sa Ce an rice, Their plantations, were curiously like ] 
ing fields, and the government built Citches to prevont their use for that p 
peer Times) ye 





30 CUBAN CUBAN SUGAR MILLS BS BiGIN cerDIe oF ‘RATIONS, Recent figures issued. by they 
 @rnmént say tht 157 mills will Tl erind thi s year. They are expected to start m 
wien in the next few cays. Cutting and hauling of the cane has already started. © 
Labor Caen announced that the threat of strikes at various mills has been & 
eves by agrecnents ee the workers. The sugar workers! syndicate issued 
statonent Se Inbor disturbances of political origin during the ee Be 
season, but announced its opposition to labor-saving Cevices that displaced 
mY. Times) 


WEXICO SUIXS CLOSER TRADZ TIZS WITH CANTRAD AM AMERICA through a traveling commerce 


and cultural exnibit which includes a Fee el ee display of Mexico's trade 
progucts and cultural achieveme nts. xican businessmen and trade envoys acc 











ing the exhibit will seek out produ att in Central America which can be absorbed 
Mexico's growing import markets. Desisened simply as a trade fair and sample 


the exhibit.has. taken on the Snapp eees of a gala demonstration of Mexice 
ge bicen zood will. (Exnort Trade and Shipper) RO Ma . 


SSE ee Cn Pena a a a a ee ee 


journey Peau ca aaHet ae a aeROeer ae ino writes about the | 
and aims of the Latin American people. Hach country, he writes, has its parti 
lar problems which have been agesravated by the war. - (The Nation) a hy 
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VICE PRESIDENT WALLACE ACCEPTS INVITATION BWsVdGshne0os tai ee Chile, Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Panama and Peru "about the middle of March," The Vice President 
expects to attend the opening of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences in Costa Rica and study the production of ruodver, quinime, and abaca in 
other countries. (Christian Science Monitor) 


BRITISH FOOD MINISTRY TO PURCHASE SQUTH AMERICAN MEAT FOR U.S. Total supplies 
bought from Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay by the Ministry of Food will 
be alloted among various claimant nations on the basis of recommendations of the 
Combined Food Board developed from surveys of world meat supplies and wartime re- 
guirements. The requirements of the U.S. armed forces for meats from these Latin 


American countries will be supplied through the Ministry of Food. As purchaser for 
' the countries accepting: the board's recommendation, the United Kingdom will con- 


tinue to be the principal buyer of South American meats as it has been in the past. 


‘Britain's purchases of meat for its own consumption during recent years has absorb- 


ed about 87 percent of the entire surplus of South America. The United States has 
taken about 7 percent in the form of canned. beef, (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


GOOD RICE CROPS EASE FOOD SHORTAGE, With good harvests, the Americas in 1942 had a 
surplus of rice. Mexico and Ecuador produced good rice crops; Chile became an ex- 
porter of rice out of its increasing production; Cuba, Haiti, and the Dominican 
Republic expanded rice output to help meet the food shortage in the Caribbean 


-island Republics. The United States and Brazil are the largest hemisphere produc- 


ers. Colombia comes third, while Ecuador, Peru, Argentina, and Mexico produced 
some surplus in 1942, (Foreign Commerce Weekly) 


AIR SHIPMENTS OF DERRIS CUTTINGS are being flown from the United States Department 
of Retest aeninest station at Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, to South and Central 
America for propagation purposes, Shipments of cuttings of derris which contains ~ 
rotenone, an important insecticide, ‘have been made to Hevador and Honduras, and 
additional distribution is being planned when seasonal conditions sare favorable. 
Various rotenone-bearing plants exist in Latin America, but derris has been found 


Particularly suitable because it gros Casha and is high in alkaloid content. 


F ‘ co os (Inter-American Economic News) 


U,S, FACTORIES. WILL BE SENT TO LATIN AMBRICA-when the war ends, says Eric Johnston, 

president of tne Chamber of Commerce of the United States, The transfer of factor-— 

ies, -he said, will aid in the industrial development of Latin America and dispose 

of surplus manufacturing equipment no longer needed for war work, Credits for in- 

dustrial machinery vill be grant-d by the United States, and this will be supple- 

mented oy a United States effort to bring about 5 stabilization of dollar exchange, 
(KY. Wines) 


ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TAKES CONTROL OF HUBSER and gives a special committee power to 
expropricte rubder stocks. The decree authorizes the committee to expropriate raw 
rubber needed for the mnufacture of articles listed in the following order of 
Ymportance; articles essential to national defense; articles required for sanitary 
medical uses; containers for meat and other perishables in Argentina's export trade; 
articles which the committee considers indispensable in an emergency, The Good- 
year, Firestone and Michelin Companies are authorized to use their current supplies 
exclusively for tire making and mst report to the rudder distribution committee 
each month, (New York Times) 
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BRAZIL RUBBER CROP FORECAST AT 75,000 TONS IN 1944 according to a Government news 
agency dispatch quoting Hconomic Co-ordinator Joao: Alberto Lins de Barros. This 
is the highest estimate made since Brazil began to stimlate production in 1942 
‘and started a program to move 50,000-workers from the northeastern wastelands to ) 
the Amezon. The Co-ordinator said that production in 1942 was 20,000 tons and he 
calculated that output this year would reach 45,000 tons, 42,400 tons were turned 
out in the best’ rubber year Brazil ever had. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICAN CURRENCY CIRCULATION HIGHEST IN HISTORY. At the end of 1942 currency cir— 
Culation amounted to 1,859,100,000 pesos. To absorb some of the liquid capital 
which is seeking investment and to counteract inflationary tendencies, the national 
‘Financiers, a finance company, will launch a bond issue for total of 10,000,000 
'pésos. The bonds will be redeemable in seven years and yield seven percent 
interest which will be paid every three months. (New York Times)” ae 






MEXICO UNDERTAKES DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC-DOMESTIC INDUSTRIES. Guicing the wartime 
development is the Office of Coordination and Promotion of National Production 
headed by Division General Abelardo L. Rodriguez, former president of Mexico. The ye 
development of basic industries supplements Mexico's efforts to increase production | 


of goods and industrial materials, (Inter-American Economic News) © 





WILD TARA BUSH IS A NE” SOURCE OF INCOME FOR PERU. Source of an extract ‘for tan— 
ning leather, the tara bush grows wild along the semiarid foothills of the west 
coast. The pod and pulp which surround the seeds have a tannin. content of 59 to 
60 percent, an even higher content than is found in the sumae which is cultivated 
for this purpose in southern Europe. The pods are either baled for export or 
threshed out by letting horses trample on them. The United States is the chief 
market. (Foreign Commerce Weekly) 


VENEZUELA CONSIDERS NEW PETROLEUM LEGISLATION. Informed sources report that the 
proposed revision of the petroleum law would increase royalties payable to the 
Government by an average of more than 5 percent, Present royalties start at 7 
percent and averase 11 percent. The proposed rates fix the minimum at 16 2/3 
percent. Standard Oil Co. (N.J.), Shell, Gulf, and CGonsolicated Oil would be 
affected by the revision, (N.Y, Journal of Commerce) ee 


VENEZUELAN CITY STAGES COMMBACK.  Ciuded Bolivar, once a thriving trade center 
when it was the depot for rubber collected from the vast Orinoco Basin, has again 
begun to bustle with the rubber trade. Since the United States has been using 
bases in Trinidad, Ciudad Bolivar. has been shipping out large numbers of cattle. 
The city's population has increased from an estimated 17,000 to 18,500, and un- 
employment. has disappeared. The completion of a $1,000,000 floating dock and 
warehouse by American engineers under the direction of the Ministry of Public 
Works has beer rushed to handle the increased traffic, (New York Times) 


